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[EVENING  niANsciMrr. 


ttATl'KDAY    liVi;M\<;,  UK.  l«,  1801. 


SECOND  EDITION. 


CllAlUUM    I'lIANClS   .'  1..VM-.       AVt'IlC   l>Olitii-illll-i 

and  iiowsi);ipors  liuvo  I. ecu  t';un-;issiu;;-  \ory  IVccly 
ibc  nuiits  rtiul  ili'inoi-its  of  ilisiin(.uii5hoil  gciitlo- 
luon  lii'iu  llio  MiiUlIc  luiil  Western  Stiitcs  wUodu 
iKimcH  ai-c  mciitionoil  as  iMiiUidati's  to  fill  Cabiuot 
ijlliccb  uiicief  tlic  a(llniIH^tl■,uioa  of  I'lciiideiit  Lin- 
coln, liiUc  or  no  sijcculaiiou  has  been  cutcivd  iiuo 
villi  lejiai'd  to  iC|>iosci;tati\os  fr<jui  Xew  liii^ilcuid 
jihd  the  Soiitli,  who  tlioulJ  l<c  I'ldlod  upou  tu  talvJ 
places  us  Cai.iiitt  iid\  i>crs  and  hoads  of  dcpun- 
xiKiiis,  upon  the  'Ith  of  March,  IbJi.  Tho  Soiidi 
is  in  such  an  anomjilous  btato  that  the  question  is 
not  who  should,  but  who  ivi'U  have  such  au  oHK'o 
—an  ofli  0,  loo,  wliieh  lias  hitherto  been  consid 
crcd  a  hi'^li  piizo  aiiionf!:  [inliiical  aspirants.  On 
the  part  of  vho  North,  wliieh  no-.v  has  the  im|ior- 
t.mt  phico  o(  Stcreiaiy  of  the  Navy,  the  public 
mealy  hciir  iliat  a  somewhat  byirouc  politieian  o( 
Coiineciicut  liaB  been  marked  iu  for  the  ollico  of 
J'ostmiifctcv-Ocr.eral, 

But  New  Eri(:;laii(i,  liKe  every  other  portion  of 
Iho  founlry,  will  require  ,i  slrontr  mail  iu  thcCab- 
ii  c:  for  tho  ne.xt  four  years;  and  President  Lin- 
coln will  require  u-.ore  llum  uuu  stron;;  man  to 
lean  upon  in  the  day  of  trouble  and  responsibility, 
wUca  he  bball  assume  tho  I'residcniial  chiir. 
"\Vm.  11.  Seward  is  acknowled:;"ed  no>v  to  be  iho 
ctioice  ol  Mr.  Lincoln  as  isecretary  of  State.  In 
that  position,  as  future  national  ciicunistaiices 
present  thctneclvcs  to  the  mind's  eye,  he  v.-iU  have 
enough  to  do.  The  labor  which  will  fall  upon 
him,  in  the  uncertain  times  which  are  beforo  m, 
with  respect  to  our  relations  to  foroij.'jn.  powers 
■who  are  now  so  closely  conuectcd  with  us  in  ties 
of  pcact,  fiiendBhip  and  trudCj  when  our  n'ttion- 
ftliiy  is  in  danger  of  beii;;;  split  to  pieces,  will  be 
inimcnte,  and  will  rcqiuix-  ad  his  povv'ei'S  of  jua^;- 
ment  and  discretion. 

lint  Mr.  Lincoln  rcquirts  other  men,  of  equal 
character,  laleiit,  ability  aud  tirmnees  with  Mr. 
Sewai-d.to  stand  by  hiai  in  tho  trial  to  which 
Le  will  be  sul'jected  when  ho  enters  upon  tho  du- 
ties ot  Lis  new  ollicc.  lie  should  have  statesmen 
all  around  him,  lor  be  ia  the  ^reat  and  tho  rc- 
Bponsiblo    man  of  tlio    day,  tho    pilot    who  ia  to 


weather  tho  Htoim  of  disunion-  and  that  storm  is 
u  (orinidablo  one.  lie  must  have  men  upon 
whom  ho  can  lean  iu  any  eniert;eney,  aud  such 
Mien  cannot  be  obtaineii  through  the  influence  of 
county  cliques  or  state  jealousies,  lie  must 
talio  his  own  stront;  senile,  upon  v/hich  the  coun- 
try has  sonio  conhdence,  and  draw  into  his  Cabi- 
net councila  only  those  who,  by  their  ability  and 
their  stivnt;th  of  character,  may  be  i)riidumed  to 
command  (nil  respect  I'roni  the  country,  as  well 
as  that  which  all  look  and  hope  for— success  to 
Lin  admin istiallou. 

In  these  "times  which  tiy  men's  souls,"  New 
l-.n{;land  has  a  man  who  iu  hereditary  accord- 
ance with  tho  distinguished  line  from  which  ha 
Biiiung,  istt  man  for  tho  times,  and  who  by  hi» 
character  and  sugaciiy,  his  ability,  firmncsi 
and  magnanimity,  is  iully  equal  to  take  his  pari 
in  the  solution  of  the  f;real  question  of  tho  day, 
and  who  will  peiform  thatpartstraitjhtly,  faithful- 
ly and  impartially,  if  opportunity  is  given  to  him. 
Mr.  Chariot)  Francis  Adams  of  Massachusetts, 
who  has  already  placed  himself  upon  favorable 
ground  with  respect  to  the  unhappy  controversy 
in  which  our  country  is  iu\oived,  is  one  of  tho 
most  proper  men  in  the  whole  Union  for  a  place 
in  the  Cabinet  of  the  incoming  President,  lie 
lias  already  acquired  the  respect  and  the  favor  of 
politicians  of  various  parties— the  Springfield  Re- 
publican, the  leading  Kepublicau  journal  in  mid- 
Ole  and  western  Mas3achusettJ<,  and  tho  Boston 
Coiiiicr,  and  'Boston  Post,  which  represent  far 
diiTcrtnt  pohtical  principles  and  intereit.i,  joining, 
for  a  wonder,  in  his  favor,  lie  has  made  a  mark 
in  this  time  of  political  passion  and  turbulence 
Vhich  cannot  easily  be  cfl'aced,  and  the  respect 
which  is  acconled  to  him,  and  which  he  has  fairly 
won  in  his  single  Con;;ressional  term  of  oflice,  is 
an  augury  to  him  of  bright  eminence  in  the  I'u- 
tuio. 

If  there  are  any  who  suppose  that  tho  range  of 
tiv.  Adams's  knowledge  of  political  matters  is 
Co  lined  to  the  sectional  disputes  of  tho  day, 
the  ;  are  wonderfully  mistaken,  llo  has  for  a  life 
tunc  been  a  thorough  student  of  political  economy 
and  was  known,  years  ago,  as  an  able  and  critical 
Writer  upon  tho  topics  of  currency  and  trade,  pro- 
a  niing  views  which,  though  not  entirely  popular 
then,  are  almost  universally  adopted  now,  by 
experienced  financiers,  and  men  of  practical  sense 
and  knowledge  in  commercial  and  monetary 
circles.  Such  a  man  would  bo  a  valuable  acces- 
sion to  the  administration  of  any  President,  and 
at  tho  present  time  his  wor^th  can  hardly  be 
appreciated  fully,  when  the  rush  tor  honor  and 
office  is  more  wide  aud  indiscriminate  than  dis- 
creet and  patriotic. 
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svlvania  Avenue.  On  the  west  side  of  this  alley  (No. 
324)  was  the  residence  of  James  Campbell  during  his 
term  of  office  as  Postmaster  General  in  the  Cabinet  of 
President  Pierce  (1853  to  1857). \  Mr.  Zenas  C.  Rob- 
bins  resided  there  after  that  time  for  several  years,  and 
it  was  the  home  at  one  time  of  Henry  L.  Ellsworth,  of 
Indiana,  the  first  Commissioner  of  Patents,  1836  to 
1848. 

Mr.  Eobbins  is  still  living  in  this  city,  as  also  his  wife 
and  son,  the  father  having  passed  the  record  of  four 
score  j^ears  about  ten  years  ago. 

Zenas  C.  Eobbins  was  born  in  New  Hampshire  in 
October,  1810,  and  at  the  age  of  21  went  to  Boston  where 
he  lived  for  three  years.  From  there  he  went  to  St. 
Louis  where  he  remained  for  ten  years  and  in  1844  be- 
came a  resident  of  this  city.  He  has  told  me  of  his 
journey  from  St.  Louis  to  Cincinnati  by  water,  covering 
three  days  and  from  there  on  to  Brownsville,  Pa.,  and 
Cumberland  by  stage,  occupying  seven  or  eight  days. 
From  the  latter  place  travel  by  rail  to  Belay'House  was 
over  wooden  rails  and  was  anything  but  comfortable; 
in  fact  it  was  anxiety  all  the  way  for  feal-  that  the  rails 
would- loosen  at  the  ends  and  come  plunging  through  ' 
the  floor  of  the  car. 

For  the  first  seventeen  years  of  his  life  here  Mr.  Rob- 
bins  was  one  of  the  prominent  patent  attorneys  of  the 
eit\^  and  during  the  administration^  of  President  Lin- 
coln was  Register  of  Wills.  He  had  formed  an  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  Mr.  Lincoln  while  he  was  in 
Congress  and  JNIrs.  Eobbins  and  her  sister  were  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  Lincoln  to  the  Inauguration  Ball  when 
Zacharay  Taylor  came  into  office.  This  intimacy  with 
Mr.  Lincoln  continued  when  he  became  President  and 
Mr.  Eobbins  was  selected  by  him  as  the  first  of 
five   commissioners   constituting  a   Board  to   organize 
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a  Loyal  Police  Force  for  this  city.  Tinder  an  Act  of 

Ctegjes®-  passed  at  tise  special  sessiom  called  "by  Mr. 
Tiincoia  soon  after  he  came  into  office.  The  late  Win. 
H-  Teimey,  Ex-Mayor  Henry  Addison  of  Georgetown 
and  Sayles- J.  Bowea  were  tiiree  of  Ms  colleagu'es  on  tMs 
Bo-ard.,  Wken  called  together  "by  the  President^  ke;  said 
to  Mr.  Tenney:  "I  have  appointed  you  to  please  my 
friend  Caleb  Smith  *^  (Secretary  of  the  Interior).  To 
Mr.  Addison  he  said:  "  I  have  appointed  you  to  please 
my  friend  Montgomery  Blair,"  and  to  the  other  two  he 
made  a  similar  statement ;  but  he  added :  '*  I  have  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Eobbins  to  please  myself."  The  procla- 
malioiEa  abolSsMnig:  slavery  'was  "being  discussed,  very 
earnestly  here  during  the  weeks  preceding  the  date  set 
for  it  tO'  take  effect,  and  appeals  came  from  many  loyal 
republicans  for  the  President  to  reconsider  the  matter 
as  there  were  strong  indications  that  the  proclamation,  if 
carried  out,  would  seriously  injure-  fte  party.  Among 
many  othei-s  who  had  every  confidence  in  Mr.  Lincoln's 
stasding-  fcm  in  the  matter  were^  Mr.  Kobbins  aoii'the 
Eev.  Byron  Sunderland,  but  the  latter  seemed  to  think 
it,  wss:  %■&  dasi^  of  all  to>  say  a  word  in  support  of  the 
measure^  so  he  asked  Mr.  Eobbins  to  call  with  him  and 
intrc^Tsee  Mm  io  the  President.  He  gladly  consented 
and  Br.  Sunderland  in  an  earnest  way  told  the  Presi- 
dent that  lie  hoped  what  he  might  say. would  help  in 
some  degree  to  persuade  him  to  remain  firm  in  his  deter- 
miiiatioB.  "Go  on,"  said  Mr.  Lincoln;  "every  little 
htelps.*'" 

la  th.e  second  house-  west  from  the  one  last  mentioned 
€leneral  Jofcs  C  Fremont  was  Eving  in  1841  when  he 
eloped  with  the  daughter  of  Senator  Benton,  the  two 
gentlejiaen  being  near  neighbors  at  the  time.  General 
Fi-emont  died  in  July,  1890,  but  his  widow  is  still  liv- 
ing, her  presait  hiome  ia  L^s  Angeles,  Cal,  having  been 
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a  gift  to  Iier  from  the  women  of  that  state.  Another 
distinguished  man  who  occupied  this  house  was  Alex. 
H.  H.  Stuart,  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  the  Cabinet  of 
President  FiUmore.  After  the  return  of  Dr.  Byron 
Simderliand  from  Paris  in  1866  the  house  was  purchased 
by  several  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
and  presented  to  him  and  his  wife  for  a  parsonage. 

No.  332  was  the  home  for  more  than  30  years  of  Rev. 
Wm.  McLain,  and  it  was  there  that  he  died  February 
15,  1873.  Three  of  his  family  continued  to  have  their 
home  there  for  six  years  longer,  and  two  of  them  (Dr. 
John  S.  McLain  and  the  older  daughter)  are  still  living 
in  this  city.  Mr.  McLain  was  born  in  Champaign 
County,  Ohio,  in  1806.  He  was  graduated  at  Miami 
College  in  that  state  and  finished  a  theological  course  at 
Yale.  In  1833  he  became  a  resident  of  "Washington  and 
was  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  from  Jan- 
nary  3, 1837,  to  June,  1840,  when  failing  health  obliged 
him  to  resign.  He  was  actively  connected  with  the 
American  Colonization  Society  for  33  years,  ha-^dng 
been  its  secretary,  and  afterwards  treasurer  and  finan- 
cial secretary. 

No.  334  C  Street  was  the  home  of  "(h^  late  Senator 
Thos.  H.  Benton  during  a  large  part  of  the  time  he  was 
in  the  Senate,  and  it  was  in  that  house  he  completed  the 
literary  work  which  helped  so  greatly  to  make  his  name 
famous  in  history. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Februaiy  27,  1855,  the  house  was 
totally  destroyed  by  fire.  It  was  bitterly  cold  weather 
and  I  can  distinctly'-  remember  it.  Not  being  sure  of  the 
date,  I  wrote  to  Mr.  J.  J.  Peabody,  secretary  of  the 
Veteran  Volunteer  Fireman's  Association,  and  in  giv- 
ing me  that  date  he  added:  "  I  can  vouch  for  the  cold 
weather,  for  I  was  frozen  while  in  a  tree  holding  the 
hose  pipe."  .   . 
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May  16,  1978 


The  Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln  Library  &  Museum 
1300  South  Clinton  Street 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46801 

Attention  Mrs.  Hubler 

Dear  Mrs.  Hubler: 


1 ''' 


This  confirms  our  telephone  conversation  of  Monday,  May 
15th,  in  which  I  described  a  number  of  items  referring 
to  the  appointment  of  Peter  Page  as  the  Collector  of  In- 
ternal Revenue,  First  District,  Cook  County,  Illinois, 
in  Chicago  1863. 


Enclosed  are  a  set  of  Xeroxes  which  the  Museum  may  keep 
which  include  copies  and  some  originals  of  correspondence 
in  favor  of  Peter  Page's  appointment. 

My  question  is  whether  the  signature  "Abraham  Lincoln" 
on  the  appointment  document  is  in  reality  his,  or 
someone  else's  idea  of  his.  Also  included  is  a  Xerox 
of  the  roll  of  the  National  Republican  Convention, 
Chicago,  May  16,  1860. 


Originals  of  these  documents  can  be  furnished  for  exami- 
nation if  desired. 

Sincerely  yours, 


JDB:da 


J.   David  Baker 
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May  23,  19T8 


Mr.   J.    David  Ba-ker 

Hvigh  J.  Baker  and  Company 

P.  0.  Box  092 

Indianapolis,    IN     '16206 

I 
Dear  Mr.    Baker: 

The  signature  on  the  document  dated  October  5,  1863  relating  the 
appointment  of  Peter  Page  as  Assessor  of  Taxes  for  the  First  Collection 
District  of  the  State  of  Illinois  is  that  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 

To  tell  whether  Lincoln's  signature  is  a  printed  or  an  autographed 
signature  on  this  document,  you  cen  do  doubt  tell  better  than  anyone  else 
by  examining  the  original  documents  Xerox  copies  are  not  used  to  authenticate 
signatures  or  writings  as  it  is  impoesible  to  tell  whether  the  signature  or 
writing  is  printed  or  handwritten  because  on  a  Xerox  copy  all  writings  appear 
as  printed  regardless  of  whether  the  writing  on  the  original  document  is  printed 
or  signed.  , 

•  I  did  notice  that  there  does  appear  to  be  quite  a  variation  in  the  depth 
of  print  on  the  signature  of  Abraham  Lincoln  on  the  Xerox  in  comparison  to 
the  other  writings  on  the  documents  Here  again,  the  original  document  can 
confirm  whether  thia  is  true  on  Just  a  poor  Xerox  copy. 

Ytqssl   all  the  other  copies  of  correspondence  you  sent  in  witt4n  to  Mr, 
Arnold  pertaining  to  the  recommendation  of  Peter  Page  for  the  job,  the  appoint- 
ment of  Peter  Page  to  this  Job  and  the  certification  of  Page's  oath  to  the 
office,  doubtlessly  authenticates  the  document  itself. 

For  your  own  personal  comparison,  I  am  enclosing  two  prints  of  appointments, 
each  of  which  carj-y  the  autographed  signature  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Enclosed  also  are  two  Xerox  copies  of  references  made  to  Peter  Page  in 
The  Collected_Works_6€  Abraham  Lincoln:   The  Abraham  Lincoln  Association, 
|S^^iS^^^^^-IlMB£t|liV  (Rutgers"  University  Press:   New  Brunswick,  New 
Jersey,  1952.,  p.  17?)  by  Roy  P,  Easier,  Editor  and  The  Collected  Works  Of 
^^[^^L2^'^J_^^VvX^mBrA   l832-l065  (Greenwood  Press:  Westport,  Connecticut, 
19TU,  p.  190)  by  Roy  P.  Easier,  Editor.   I  thought  you  might  find  these  of 
particular  Interest.   Please  note  our  stamping  on  the  Xerox  copies  as  these 
references  ore  restricted  and  not  in  public  domain.   They  are  useable  only 
for  private»  study,  scholariihlp  and    -i,rch. 
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,     David   BoJcer 
;^^  23,   1978 
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Our   special  thanks  to  you  for  all  the  Xerox  copies  you  aent  us  on  the 
correspondence  pertaining  to  the  reeoirsnendations  submitted  to  Mr.  Arnold 
in  Peter  Page's  behalf  relating  to  the  appointment,  the  actual  appointment, 
the  filing  of  the  appointment  and  the  Roll  of  the  National  Republican 
Convention  oa  May  l6,  i860,  in  Chicago,  We  can  use  this  data  to  update  our  ' 
Lincolniana  files  oa  Lincoln  docunieats,  Peter  Page  and  the  l85o  Flatioaal 
Republican  Conventio  ,, 

If  we  can  be  of  any  further  service  to  you,  please  feel  free  to  contact 
us. 

Sinct^rely  yours,  .  ;  ■   -  .'• 


(Mrs . )  Mary  Jane  Hubler 
Assistant  to  Dr.  Neely,  Jr. 
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